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Message Text 


TAGS: IS, LEB, SYR 

SUBJECT: MEETING WITH BEGIN - LEBANON SITUATION 


1 . IN VIEW OF INTENSE ISRAELI CONCERN OVER SITUATION IN 
LEBABON MANIFESTED IN THE PRESS AND IN STATEMENTS BY LIKUD 
AND LABOR PARTY SPOKESMAN, IT DOES SEEM LIKELY THAT BEGIN 
WILL RAISE THIS QUESTION WITH YOU IN MEETING WEDNESDAY 
MORNING. WE BELIEVE THE BEST TACTIC WILL BE FOR YOU TO 
HEAR BEGIN OUT AND MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS. 
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2. WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE RENEWAL OF CLASHES 
IN LEBANON AND THE RISKS OF EXPANDED FIGHTING. WE WILL BE 
MAKING URGENT REPRESENTATIONS TO THE SYRIANS. BOTH HERE IN 
WASHINGTON AND THROUGH AMBASSADOR SF.F.LYE IN DAMASCUS 
(DESPITE FACT SEEL YE HAS NOT YET PRESENTED HIS CREDENTIALS) 
TO MAKE THE POINT THAT RECENT SYRIAN ACTIONS ARE CAUSING 
SERIOUS CONCERN AND RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT SARG'S IN- 
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TENTIONS. WE WILL BE URGING RESTRAINTS ON THE SYRIANS AND 
WILL POINT OUT THE DANGER FOR WIDER REGIONAL CONFLICT THAT 
THE SITUATION PRESENTS, AS WELL AS THE NEED TO AVOID PROVO- 
CATIVE ACTIONS, AND OVERREACTION TO PROVOCATION EVEN WHEN 
IT IS BLATANT. WE WILL ALSO BE INSTRUCTING OUR CHARGE IN 
BEIRUT TO SEE FOREIGN MINISTER BOUTROS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
TO CONSULT WITH THE GOL AND GET AS CLEAR A PICTURE AS 

POSSIBLE OF THE SITUATION, INCLUDING HIS VIEW OF SYRIAN 
INTENTIONS. 

3. WE WILL ALSO BE APPROACHING MAJOR WESTERN EUROPEAN 
GOVERNMENTS TO SEEK THEIR ASSISTANCE IN MAKING CLEAR TO 
THE SARG THAT ITS ACTIONS ARE CAUSING SERIOUS CONCERN. 

4. WE WANT TO GET ACROSS ALSO, HOWEVER, THAT THE SIGNALS 
COMING FROM LEBANON DO NOT POINT ALL IN ONE DIRECTION. 

WE HAVE A REPORT THAT THE SYRIAN COMMANDER WHO ORDERED 
THE OPERATIONS IN BECHARRE HAS BEEN RELIEVED. THIS MAY 
SUGGEST DAMASCUS REALIZES ITS COMMANDERS HAVE GONE TOO FAR. 

5. YOU MAY TELL BEGIN THAT AS SOON AS WE HAVE TALKED WITH 
THE SYRIAN AMBASSADOR AND GOTTEN REPORT FROM AMBASSADOR 
SEELYE AND FROM BEIRUT, AND FROM OTHER POSTS THAT WILL BE 
MAKING APPROACHES, WE WILL BE BACK IN TOUCH TO SHARE WITH 
THE ISRAELIS WHAT WE HAVE LEARNED. MEANWHILE, PARTICULARLY 
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IN VIEW OF THE UPCOMING CAMP DAVID SUMMIT, IT IS 
PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT THAT ALL PARTIES EXERCISE RE- 
STRAINT AND NOT ALLOW RHETORIC TO LIMIT OR DETERMINE 
THEIR OPTIONS. 

6. YOU SHOULD ALSO MENTION TO BEGIN OUR SERIOUS CONCERN 

AT DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. WHEN BRIAN URQUHART 
MET WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS, HE FELT THAT HE HAD A COMMIT- 
MENT FROM ISRAEL TO ALLOW GREATER FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT FOR 
UNIFIL WITHIN THE CHRISTIAN ENCLAVES. SUBSEQUENTLY, THE 
UN HAS LEARNED THAT ISRAEL IS UNABLE TO MEET THIS COMMIT- 
MENT. WE LEARNED FROM NEW YORK THAT THE UN IS DEEPLY DIS- 
APPOINTED - AS ARE WE - AT THIS DEVELOPMENT, AND THAT 
ISRAEL'S UNWILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH UNIFIL, AND 
TO FACILITATE FULFILLMENT BY UNIFIL OF ITS MANDATE, WILL 
BE A MAJOR ITEM IN THE SECRETARY GENERAL'S REPORT TO THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL PRIOR TO ITS MEETING IN MID-SEPTEMBER TO 
CONSIDER RENEWAL OF UNIFIL'S MANDATE. WE URGE BEGIN TO 
REVIEW MATTER URGENTLY AND DETERMINE WHAT MEASURES MIGHT 
BE TAKEN PROMPTLY TO FACILITATE UNIFIL'S FREEDOM OF MOVE- 
MENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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